
ENCLOSURE:  III. A

GROSSE POINTE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM
DEPARTMENT OF CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION

AGENDA TITLE: III. A Approval of Experience in Literature Pilot Course

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

We are requesting the addition of a pilot course in the Program of Studies for Secondary
English. The course - Experiences in Literature - will be a year-long elective course for
upperclassmen. The course will focus on the human experience, our failures, conflicts, and
triumphs, and how those impact us as individuals and collectively. The course will draw from a
rich literary tradition of both canonical and contemporary works that represent a broad range of
voices and experiences. The course will end with a capstone project for all students where they
can demonstrate their skill in synthesizing ideas from literature and nonfiction into a
research-based, authentic presentation. The justification for the proposal are as follows:

● Our last formal curriculum review happened several years ago, and no structural
changes were made to American Literature at that time.

● Students can identify the impact of the author's choices regarding how to develop
and relate elements of a story.CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.5

● Students can determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over
the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific
details. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.2

● Students can write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex
ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection,
organization, and analysis of content.CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.

COST:
Each school will need to purchase enough copies of the text for every American Literature
student.  This is approximately 750 books total.  The PermaBound version of the book costs
$28, making the total funding allocation $21,000.  Funds for these purchases would come from
the Department of Curriculum and Instruction.

We thank you for considering this request for the upcoming school year.

Sincerely,

Committee Members
Kristen Alles



ENCLOSURE:  III. A

Jonathan Byrne
Geoffrey Young

PRESENTATION

SING UNBURIED SING REVIEWS

CURRICULUM

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/186Y_xX7W4Ah0lJNOnQwvLhVX04E3i5QdmLL_igwfD4o/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y93xsu3OebTqltWGrY4AjfgQDd_MfeIw/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SgVb9aJtrlhAoL4YUm5V1T4g4vw556Hlkl1_rK_KyN0/edit?usp=sharing


Experiences in
Literature

A Pilot Course



We read deeply for varied reasons, most 
of them familiar: that we cannot know 

enough people profoundly enough; that 
we need to know ourselves better; that 
we require knowledge, not just of self 
and others, but of the way things are.

Harold Bloom
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Experiences in Literature
Exploring who we are, as 
individuals and as a society
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What are your plans for your senior year in english?
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Quotes from Students
They need to find texts that expand the students knowledge of the world.

Allow for some freedom within the course so people will take it from hearing from 
other peoples experience.

I think North should use more relevant books to this generation because it would 
be more interesting to read than other books in the curriculum.

Reading long boring books that does not interest us. We wouldn't want to read a 
473 page book that's been in the curriculum since the 1950's.
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Goals for the Course
● What is next?
● How can literature illuminate common experiences?
● How are our experiences important?
● What is next?
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Common HUman Experiences
Failures (Q1)
Guiding questions: 
* How do our failures 
shape us?

*  How do our collective 
failures and our 
responses to them help 
us understand who we 
are?
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Conflicts (Q2)
Guiding questions: 
* How do our conflicts 
define us?

*  How do the conflicts 
we face as a society 
reveal our collective 
values?

Triumphs (Q3)
Guiding questions: 
* How are our triumphs 
a reflection of ourselves?

*  How do our collective 
triumphs and our 
responses to them help 
us understand who we 
are?



The calendar
Quarter 1
Failures

Shakespeare’s 
Hamlet

Quarter 2
Conflicts

Lit Circles

Quarter 3
Triumphs

Ward’s Sing 
Unburied Sing
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Quarter 4
How we learn from our experiences and move beyond 
them…



Sing, unburied, Sing By Jesmyn Ward (2017)

Critical Praise
From the National Book 
Foundation, Judge’s 
Citation: Jesmyn Ward’s Sing, 
Unburied, Sing is a narrative so 
beautifully taut and 
heartbreakingly eloquent that it 
stops the breath. Through fully 
imagined characters both living 
and dead, this road novel moves 
beyond the road into the bigger 
story of what it means to be an 
American in the rural South 
both now and decades before 
this moment.
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Student Praise
From textbook adoption 
process: This novel could be 
used to explore various human 
experiences as well as draw 
attention to various injustices 
that were present and still are 
present today…The story makes 
it very easy for readers to
connect with the experiences and 
struggles that the two main 
characters face.

Parent Praise
From textbook 
adoption process: I 
feel that this book would 
be appropriate to give 
students perspective of 
life situations that are 
outside of their 
experiences and comfort 
zones.The characters in 
this book have challenges 
that are still relevant 
today. The book shows 
the different issues from 
various character 
viewpoints.



Capstone Project

Q4
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“Research is formalized 
curiosity. It is poking and 
prying with a purpose.”
― Zora Neale Hurston
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Grosse Pointe Public Schools
Curriculum Template

Content Area:
English

Grade Level:
12

Unit of Study: Experiences in Literature - Upper Secondary English
This year-long elective course presents students with a vast array of literature focused on the human
experience and how our failures, conflicts, and triumphs shape us both collectively and as individuals.
Students read short stories, novels, dramas, poetry, and non-fiction. Composition work emphasizes
formal research and various types of essays including literary criticism and argumentation. Through
reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing, students explore universal themes of the human
experience. Required reading includes The Kite Runner by Hosseini, Sing Unburied, Sing by Ward,
and Hamlet by Shakespeare. Students will also be required to choose an extended work of nonfiction
to inform their formal research capstone project at the end of the year. Units and lessons are aligned to
The Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts which are designed to prepare all
students for success in college, career and life by the time they graduate from high school. Students
enrolling in Experiences in Literature are required to have passed Freshman English and American
Literature and to have attempted Power of Language (or their honors equivalents, respectively).

Diversity Statement:
The core texts for the course represent a variety of different voices. As the English curriculum has
evolved over the last several years, we have consciously added core texts that are much more
representative of our student body than in the past. This class will continue that trend by offering texts
both from the traditional literary canon and contemporary authors exploring the experiences of
marginalized people from all walks of life.

Targeted Standards/Content:

READING/LITERATURE
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.1 Cite strong
and thorough textual evidence to support analysis
of what the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text, including
determining where the text leaves matters
uncertain.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.2 Determine two
or more themes or central ideas of a text and
analyze their development over the course of the
text, including how they interact and build on one
another to produce a complex account; provide an
objective summary of the text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.3 Analyze the

Student Learning Targets:

Reading
I can read and understand a multitude of
complex texts including fiction and nonfiction.

I can understand thematic elements within a
text.

I can determine different types of language
within a text including figurative language.

I can analyze this complex text for choices
the author makes and how those choices
impact such things as author purpose,
thematic elements, connection to other texts,

Content area and date

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/11-12/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/11-12/3/
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impact of the author's choices regarding how to
develop and relate elements of a story or drama
(e.g., where a story is set, how the action is
ordered, how the characters are introduced and
developed).

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.4 Determine the
meaning of words and phrases as they are used
in the text, including figurative and connotative
meanings; analyze the impact of specific word
choices on meaning and tone, including words
with multiple meanings or language that is
particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Include
Shakespeare as well as other authors.)

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.5 Analyze how
an author's choices concerning how to structure
specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to
begin or end a story, the choice to provide a
comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its
overall structure and meaning as well as its
aesthetic impact.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.7 Analyze
multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem
(e.g., recorded or live production of a play or
recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how each
version interprets the source text. (Include at least
one play by Shakespeare and one play by an
American dramatist.)

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.10 By the end of
grade 12, read and comprehend literature,
including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high
end of the grades 11-CCR text complexity band
independently and proficiently.

WRITING
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.1 Write
arguments to support claims in an analysis of
substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning
and relevant and sufficient evidence.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.1.A Introduce
precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the
significance of the claim(s), distinguish the
claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and

etc.

I can support this analysis with strong textual
evidence.

Writing
I can create assertions and support these
assertions with claims, evidence, and
thorough and thoughtful analysis.

I can do thorough research and incorporate
this research through synthesis as support for
an argument.

Within an argumentative essay, I can create
claims and counterclaims that show
complexity of thought, understanding, and
research.

I can summarize content into my own words,
focusing on the most relevant information.

I can use appropriate transitions and syntax
to make my writing more fluid and cohesive.

I can decipher appropriate evidence/data to
use to support my argument that allows for
deeper analysis.

I can edit and revise my writing with the use
of peer editing and anchor texts.

Checking for Understanding/Assessments:
● Impromptu Analysis Writing
● Impromptu Argumentative Writing
● Reading Comprehension Checks
● Journaling
● Whole class, small group discussions
● Conferencing
● Capstone Research Project

Content area and date

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/11-12/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/11-12/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/11-12/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/11-12/10/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/1/a/
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create an organization that logically sequences
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.1.B Develop
claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly,
supplying the most relevant evidence for each
while pointing out the strengths and limitations of
both in a manner that anticipates the audience's
knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible
biases.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.1.C Use words,
phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to
link the major sections of the text, create
cohesion, and clarify the relationships between
claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and
evidence, and between claim(s) and
counterclaims.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.1.D Establish and
maintain a formal style and objective tone while
attending to the norms and conventions of the
discipline in which they are writing.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.1.E Provide a
concluding statement or section that follows from
and supports the argument presented.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2 Write
informative/explanatory texts to examine and
convey complex ideas, concepts, and information
clearly and accurately through the effective
selection, organization, and analysis of content.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2.A Introduce a
topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and
information so that each new element builds on
that which precedes it to create a unified whole;
include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g.,
figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to
aiding comprehension.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2.B Develop the
topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant
and relevant facts, extended definitions, concrete
details, quotations, or other information and
examples appropriate to the audience's
knowledge of the topic.

Content area and date

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/1/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/1/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/1/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/1/e/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/2/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/2/b/


Grosse Pointe Public Schools
Curriculum Template

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2.C Use
appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to
link the major sections of the text, create
cohesion, and clarify the relationships among
complex ideas and concepts.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.4 Produce clear
and coherent writing in which the development,
organization, and style are appropriate to task,
purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific
expectations for writing types are defined in
standards 1-3 above.)

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.5 Develop and
strengthen writing as needed by planning,
revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach, focusing on addressing what is most
significant for a specific purpose and audience.
(Editing for conventions should demonstrate
command of Language standards 1-3 up to and
including grades 11-12 here.)

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.6 Use
technology, including the Internet, to produce,
publish, and update individual or shared writing
products in response to ongoing feedback,
including new arguments or information.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.7 Conduct short
as well as more sustained research projects to
answer a question (including a self-generated
question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden
the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple
sources on the subject, demonstrating
understanding of the subject under investigation.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.8 Gather relevant
information from multiple authoritative print and
digital sources, using advanced searches
effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of
each source in terms of the task, purpose, and
audience; integrate information into the text
selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding
plagiarism and overreliance on any one source
and following a standard format for citation.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.9 Draw evidence
from literary or informational texts to support

Content area and date

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/2/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/8/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/9/
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analysis, reflection, and research.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.10 Write routinely
over extended time frames (time for research,
reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a
single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks,
purposes, and audiences.

Key Concepts:
Guiding Questions

● How do our failures shape us?
● How do our collective failures and our

responses to them help us understand
who we are?

● How do our conflicts define us?
● How do the conflicts we face as a society

reveal our collective values?
● How are our triumphs a reflection of

ourselves?
● How do our collective triumphs and our

responses to them help us understand
who we are?

Skills will be authentic to learning for whatever
comes after high school.
Reading
Author’s intent
Figurative language
Tone/Diction
Character development
Writing
Analysis
Argumentation
Interview
Speaking
Engagement
Presentation

Essential Questions/Intellectual Processes & Skills - Depth of Knowledge and Webb’s
Depth of Knowledge with CCSS:

Recall:
What are the elements of the story? What are the components of an effective email to a community
member? What are the common uses of punctuation? What are the components of citations and works
cited pages?

Content area and date

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/10/
http://static.pdesas.org/content/documents/M1-Slide_19_DOK_Wheel_Slide.pdf
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Teaching/Educator-Evaluation-System/How-to-Design-and-Select-Quality-Assessments/Webbs-DOK-Flip-Chart.pdf.aspx
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Teaching/Educator-Evaluation-System/How-to-Design-and-Select-Quality-Assessments/Webbs-DOK-Flip-Chart.pdf.aspx
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Skill/Concept:
What are the motivations of the characters? How do you properly conduct an interview? Can you
identify and summarize major events of an extended narrative? How do you use context clues to
identify the meanings of unknown words or phrases? Can you describe the cause and effect of events
in a story? Can you identify patterns in a story or in your research? Are you able to use data (qualitative
and quantitative) to identify and formulate solutions for a problem in your community? Are you able to
organize, represent, and interpret data?
Strategic Thinking:
Are you able to support your arguments with details and examples? Are you able to support your
analysis with textual evidence? Are you able to change the voice of your writing to fit the intended
audience? Can you identify research questions and design investigations for a specific problem in your
community? Are you able to identify the author's purpose and describe how it affects their rhetorical
choices in a piece? Can you apply skills and concepts from literature to a real-world scenario?
Extended Thinking:
Are you able to conduct a project that requires specifying a problem, designing and conducting
research, analyzing the data, and reporting the results/solutions? Are you able to analyze and
synthesize information from multiple sources? Are you able to demonstrate how common themes are
found across multiple texts from different cultures and/or time periods?

Exit Skills: Students will leave the class with improved analysis and argumentation skills as
witnessed by their in-class essays. Students will learn to reflect on their own writing and
thinking. Students will use literature and their reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills to
develop an interest in something outside of themselves and the classroom.
Their capstone project will allow for depth of exploration in a topic of interest and the mastery
of presentation skills.

Content area and date
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