
The Poupard Press  

October , 2008 
Poupard Elementary School 

20655 Lennon 
Harper Woods, Michigan  48225 
Penny Stocks, Ed.S. Principal  

 
Main Office:  432-4800            Attendance:  432-4801              FAX:  432-4802 Enjoy Autumn! 

    From the Principal … 
     
 
 Thank you to the parents and guardians that 
attended Meet the Teacher Night probably the most 
important night of the year.  The teachers appreciate 
getting to talk to you about their goals and 
expectations for your children.  If you were not able 
to attend, please call the teacher and set up an 
appointment to talk.  Also, the Friday flyers that 
come home are equally important for you to know 
exactly what is happening at school.  It is important 
that you see it on Friday and sign it to be returned 
on Monday.  We have observed that children that do 
this are more successful in school.   
 Please remember that students in grades 3, 
4, and 5 will be taking the MEAP this month.  It is 
important that students are in school having had a 
good night’s sleep and a nutritious breakfast.  The 
schedule for the MEAP test is in this newsletter. 
 We are still looking for lunch supervisors if 
you are interested in a position at Poupard.  Please 
call the office if you think this is something you 
might want to do.   
 We are looking forward to seeing more 
parents at PTO meetings.  We are planning some 
fun events but need more help.  Your help is vital to 
the school and we certainly appreciate it.  
 Our Halloween Festivities will be on the 
afternoon of the 31st.  Please make sure your 
children wear appropriate costumes for school.  We 
do not like the scary and bloody costumes that some 
students want to wear.  Please help your child in 
picking out a school friendly costume. 
 We appreciate all that you do. 
 
Sincerely, 

���������	
����
 Principal 

 
 
 

Dates to Remember  
  
 Oct 5-10 Fire Prevention Week 
 Oct 8 International Walk to School 

Day 
 Oct. 10 School Spirit Day!  
 Oct. 14 MEAP  Testing Starts 
 Oct.22  Market Day Pickup 
  Oct. 27  Board of Ed. Meeting 8:00@     

South Library 
 Oct. 31 Halloween/ P.M. Only School 

12:29-3:38   

Walk to School Day  

Wednesday, October 8th is National Walk to 
School Day.  Poupard students are invited to 
meet at the Harper Woods City Hall at 7:45 
a.m. to walk to school together.   Don’t be left 

behind! 

  

                                       
Attention all dog owners!  
We do not want to mandate 
that parents not bring dogs to 

school during the drop off and pickup of your 
child; however, please keep them back by the 
fence along the sidewalks and away There are 
many children who are afraid of dogs.   



 

                 BLUE RIBBONS  

 

Congratulations to the following classes which 
each earned 25 or more blue ribbons during 
September. Blue ribbons are awarded by 
Poupard staff when a class is caught being good!  
For their efforts each class has earned extra 
recess! 
.   

Mrs. Tyner (K ) 
Miss Coltart, Mrs. Chaklos and Mrs. Fraser (1) 

Mrs. Lee (2) 
Mrs. Gostomski and Ms. Bramos (3) 

Mrs. Hool (4) 
Mrs. Barron  (5) 

 
  

  
_______________________________________ 

 
  
  
ATTENTION PARENTS : 

POUPARD TARDY POLICY  
 

Being on time is an important part of life…for school, 
work, or even dinner.  It is difficult to break the habit of 
being late once it has been formed.  Students who are 
tardy miss attendance, lunch count and instructions for 
their morning work.  Learning begins when the bell rings.  
Tardy students are not only disruptive to the class, but 
are behind in class before they get started. 
 
In addition, hot lunches cannot be ordered after 9:00 a.m.  
We would appreciate a call from a parent to order a hot 
lunch when the student will be arriving late.  We realize 
that occasionally morning tardiness cannot be avoided.  
Doctor and dental appointments are valid reasons to 
arrive at school late.  The problem arises when late 
arrival occurs on a daily basis.   
 

·  Each student in Grade 1-5 will be allowed 3 
tardy arrivals per card marking without 
penalty. 

·  Every tardy arrival after the third (4th, 5th, 6th, 
etc.) will result in a recess detention for your 
child.  They will stay indoors and miss 
afternoon recess. 

 
Tardy detentions will begin October 1. 
 
Being on time is a family project.  It takes everyone’s 
cooperation.  Getting clothes and backpacks ready the 
night before is very helpful to a good start in the morning. 
Thank you for your cooperation. 
 

 
 

The MEAP testing period is from October 
14through October 30.  Third, fourth, and fifth 
grade students will be taking standardized 
Language Arts and Math tests during this time. 
Fifth graders will also test in Science.   Please 
avoid making appointments during the school 
day during this time if possible. Also, please 
ensure that your student is well rested and has a 

good breakfast to help 
them do their best!  More 
detailed information and 
schedules will be sent 
home with your child. 

 
HALLOWEEN SCHEDULE 

Half day of School ~ 
Afternoon Only 

 

Students Attend:  12:29-3:38 PM 
All School Parade: 12:45 PM (Outside, 

Weather permitting) 
Classroom Parties:   1:15-2:10 PM 
Wicked Weather Assembly: 2:15-3:00 PM 
Candy/Silver Dollar Hunt: 3:10 – 3:30 PM 

(Outside, Weather 
permitting)Kids Club 
will be available.  

 

 
 



     COSTUME RULES  
 

·  For safety reasons, no masks may be 
worn when walking to and from school. 

·  Costumes displaying blood or violence are 
not permitted. 

·  Parents - your help in making sure your 
children come to school in appropriate 
costumes is appreciated. 
 
 
 
 
 

News From Junior Girl Scout 
Troop 2078  

 

Troop 2078 will be having their first meeting on 
Thursday October 4th from 7 pm to 8:30 pm in 
the Poupard Art Room.  Any 4th or 5th Grade 
Girl interested in learning more about Girl Scouts 
is welcome to join us.  Parents are encouraged to 
attend this first meeting and registration forms 
will be available. 
  
The girls will be having a planning session to 
decide which activities they'd like to participate in 
this year.  Activities range from overnight camp, 
Mall Mania, theatre events, a trip to the cider mill, 

pottery, a skate party, chemistry day, 
animal care, computer smarts, etiquette class,  a 
visit to the zoo, visiting a museum, learning about 
children with disabilities, and career exploration. 
We will truly be Girls on the Go! 
  
The best thing about Girl Scouts is that it is 
inclusive of all girls regardless of religious, ethnic 
or socioeconomic backgrounds, and is not limited 
only to girls who have similar interests such as 
dance, music, athletics, and crafts..   Scouting 
gives girls exposure to things they might not 
normally experience like equestrian sports, trips 
to museums, the theatre, Greenfield Village and 
more. 
  
For more information, please contact Troop 
Leader Danielle Workman at 586.242.6898 or 
danielleworkman@comcast.net.  
 

 
 

Moving Within the District? 
 

All district address changes are processed at the 
District Board Office, 389 St. Clair. Please call 
the Enrollment Office at 313-432-3083 to 
schedule an address change appointment. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Peanut Allergies  
 

Each year we have a number of students requiring special attention due to 
their allergy to peanuts. We want to stress to all parents that we take the 

responsibility of insuring a safe, peanut-free environment very seriously. 
In the lunchroom this means that a peanut-free eating area has been set up for 

allergic students who stay for lunch. These students can be joined by friends who agree to eat peanut-free 
lunches   In the classroom it means that any treats that are served must be checked for peanut content. 
                                                                                                                                      
 



By: Mrs. Konczal’s talented songwriters in 
Room 212 
 Sung to the Tune of: “Take me out to the 
Ballgame” 

Drop me off at the sidewalk,  
Drop me off by Mrs. Stocks.         

I want to get to School on time,                       
If you drop me off….I will be fine. 
Cause I want to get their in one piece, 
Without a bump or scratch, 
Cause my teacher told me to get to School 
without a catch! 

 
 
 
October 2, 2008 
 
Dear Poupard Parent of a Third, Fourth, or Fifth Grade Student,   
As most of you are likely well aware, it is almost time to begin the MEAP 
(Michigan Educational Assessment Program) tests.  The State of Michigan 
requires all elementary public school students in grades three through five to 
participate in the MEAP in order to comply with the rules of No Child Left Behind, Adequate Yearly 
Progress, and Education Yes.  Students are assessed in the academic areas of Reading, Writing, 
and Math.  Fifth graders are also assessed in Science. 
 
In previous years, schools had the flexibility to design a testing schedule that worked best for their 
building.  This year the State has created the schedule so all schools state-wide will be giving the 
same test on the same day in order to help ensure consistency and security of the tests.   
Date      Subject   Grades    
Tuesday  October 14   Math    3 – 4 – 5 
Thursday October 16   ELA – Session 1  3 – 4 – 5 
Tuesday October 21   ELA – Session 2  3 – 4 – 5 
Thursday October 23   Science               5 
 
Times:  There will be an AM and a PM testing session each day due to multiple parts to each test. 
      Make-Up Tests 
Monday October 20   Math    3 – 4 – 5 
Wednesday October 22   ELA – Session 1  3 – 4 – 5 
Monday October 27   ELA – Session 2  3 – 4 – 5 
Tuesday October 28   Science               5 
Wednesday October 29   All Subjects   3 – 4 – 5 
Thursday October 30   All Subjects   3 – 4 – 5 
All testing must be completed by Thursday, October 30.   
Although these testing situations can be stressful for some students, this is also an opportunity for our 
students to really shine and to demonstrate their current levels of understanding in these core subject 
areas.  We are asking parents to be especially alert to your child’s needs for getting plenty of rest, 
eating a good breakfast each morning, and being in school and on time on the testing days.  We want 
our students to be at their best and to represent themselves as favorably as possible on these tests.  
It is important for them to realize the significance of trying their very hardest on each and every part of 
the tests.  In addition, our school is judged by the State of Michigan primarily on how well our 
students perform on the MEAP tests, as well as on a few other factors.  Thank you for your help and 
support during this time.  Please continue to encourage your child each day.  We will be proud of 
each and every student who puts forth his or her be st efforts! 
Sincerely, 
Penny L. Stocks 
Principal 



 REMINDER OF SCHOOL HOURS:   

School hours are as follows: 

a.m.. Entry Time:   8:20 am.                                                    

(Safety Patrol Guards will be on duty at 8:10 a.m.) 

Morning Classes   8:20-11:34 a.m. 

Lunch: 11:34 a,m.-l2:27 p.m. 

P.M. Entry Time: 12:20 p.m. 

Afternoon classes: 12:27-3:38 p.m. 

(Safety Patrol/Crossing Guards will be on duty until 
3:45 p.m.) 

The progress of your child in school depends 
greatly on regular school attendance and not 
missing class time. In keeping with our efforts to do 
the utmost for all of our children] I am asking your 
cooperation and assistance in the matter of getting 
your children to school on time. When your child 
arrives at school ate, not only is your child missing 

valuable instruction and the beginning of the day 
opening announcements, but it also takes time away 
from the other students in the classroom. Please 
help us to get the most out of our students’ 
instructional day by getting your child/children to 
school on time. Also, student lunches are ordered 
from an outside contractor at 9:00 am, If your child 
is going to arrive at school 

After 9:00 am., please be sure to make other 
arrangements for your child’s lunch, by either 
having your child bring a lunch from home or 
calling the school office to order a lunch prior to 
9:00 am. 

Along the same line, students should not be arriving 
at school any earlier than 8:15 a.m. and should be 
leaving school immediately following afternoon 
dismissal. Student supervision is not available 
before 8:15 am, and after 3:40 p.m., other than Kids 
Club, Please remember! Your child’s safety is of 
the utmost concern. 
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Paired reading involves:  reading TO your child 
         reading WITH your child 
                                            reading  BY your child  
 

1. Have your child select a book from home or library which is at her 
reading level or slightly above.   

2. Sit in a comfortable place where you can both see t he book easily. 
3. Read the story TO your child this first time so he can enjoy and absorb the 

language as well as the pictures of the story.  If desired, track (point just 
below the words as you read.) 

4. The second time, you and your child read aloud toge ther.  Pace your 
reading to the child’s speed. 

5. Decide on who will point to each word.  Encourage y our child to do the 
pointing, making sure she is not covering up the wo rd while pointing.   

6. Decide on a quiet signal to be used by the child wh en he feels he is 
ready to read alone. 

7. If your child makes an error or pauses for more tha n 5 seconds on a word, 
WAIT for your child to try to read the  word, then say the word correctly, 
being sure your child repeats the word correctly wh ile pointing to it. 

8. Continue reading together until your child signals to read alone.  Praise 
your child for signaling.  

9. Continue paired reading for at least 5 minutes.  Gr adually increase the 
time to 15 minutes if your child chooses to do so.  

 
This is an effective reading strategy is because ch ildren experience a word 4 

ways:   
 
VISUAL – they see the word                                            
AUDITORY – they hear the adult say the word 

                     ORAL – they say the word 
                     KINESTHETIC (motion) – they point to the word 
����
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The PTO Communicator  
     I can’t believe it’s October already!  September seems to have passed in a blink of an eye. 
So many great things happened in September that I don’t have room to mention all of them.  
I would like to take this opportunity to say Thank You to Emily Archambleau and all of her volunteers for their 
hard work planning and running the Sock Hop. It was so much fun for everyone and a great start to the School 
year.  It was terrific to see so many families enjoying themselves. 
      
     I would also like to thank the PTO and especially Peggy Graham for her work getting our playgrounds 
painted with activities.  If you haven’t had a chance to see all of the games, activities and especially the maps 
that have been added, please take a few minutes to check them out.  These new additions on the black top are 
not only fun but educational as well. 
 
     Our next PTO meeting is October 14th @ 7:00 p.m.  It has been heartening to see so many parents wanting 
To get involved, but we always need more bodies!  Thank you to everyone who has come out to help our 
Poupard Family.  If you signed up to help out with a program or talked with me about getting involved and you 
haven’t heard form us yet, You will!  Some programs haven’t begun yet and we’re doing our best to contact 
everyone.  Please feel free to call me or send an email.   
 
     We have some families who have joined us very recently and the PTO would like to say “Welcome to 
Poupard” . We are looking forward to meeting you! 
Have a great month everyone, 
 
Karri-Lynn Caillouette 
PTO President 
(313) 884-8844 
Email: poupard.pto@comcast.net 
 
 
      
 
 
 

 
Former Poupard Student:  Nate Steinkampf is named Safety Patrol of the Year 
2008 by the Harper Woods Police Department.  “Go Nate!” 

              
 
 
 
                            

                                        ATTENTION PRESCHOOL PARENTS!! 



 
GROSSE POINTE  NORTH PRESCHOOL LOCATED AT BARNES EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER 
HAS OPENINGS FOR THE CURRENT SCHOOL YEAR. 
 
IF YOU HAVE A CHILD WHO IS 3 TO 5 YEARS OF AGE WHO WOULD ENJOYAN 
ENVIRONMENT THAT IS FUN AS WELL AS ENERGETIC, PLEAS E CONTACT US!!   313-432-
3822 OR KAREN.FERINGA@GPSCHOOLS.ORG 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Welcome to a new school year and 
the second year of the Grosse Pointe 

Elementary Spanish Program.  I am very excited to 
continue exploring the Spanish language and culture 
with the fourth and fifth graders.  Below is a list of 
the units we will be studying in this first unit. 

Fourth Grade: 
Greetings/Expressions of courtesy and the 
Alphabet. 

Fifth Grade: Greetings, Numbers 
and Time 

 
I will meet with the students for 4 class periods of 
45 minutes each.  Then the students will rotate into 

library instruction.  This pattern will continue 
throughout the school year.  Every Spanish rotation 
will cover a different unit of study.  At the end of 
each unit, the students will receive a homework 
assignment to be returned at the beginning of the 
next rotation.   
Please be sure to visit my website, 
http://staff.gpschools.org/puertaj for the updated 
calendar of class sessions as well as any homework 
assignments, their due dates, and links to practice 
Spanish at home. 
 
I look forward to an exciting year of exploration of 
the Spanish. 
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Ms. Heugh’s Class Votes    
Third graders in Ms. Heugh’s class voted for their Presidential choice through Scholastic News.  
Students learned about the different parties and candidates running for President.  Each student 
voted independently in Poupard’s computer lab at www.scholastic.com/vote.  Any student may do 
this through Scholastic’s website.  Students really enjoyed voting!  Ask your child who they voted 
for! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
                                
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kroger Gift Cards 
 

What?  You haven’t heard about this great program?  Let me tell you more.  Through a partnership with 
Kroger we are able to provide Kroger Gift cards to members of the “Poupard Family”.  These rechargeable 
gift cards cost $5.00 each, but come with a $5.00 credit already loaded on them making them basically 
free.  Once you have purchased your gift card you can begin using it each time that you shop at Kroger.  
Simply recharge your gift card prior to purchasing your groceries and then use the gift card to pay for your 
purchase.  Kroger will keep track of the amount of money that you have recharged on your gift card and 
“rebate” 5% of that amount back to Poupard each month.  There is nothing else to purchase and 
participation does not cost you anything! 
 

The Kroger Gift Card program is a unique way of supporting your school since there is no need to 
purchase anything that you wouldn’t normally purchase.  These rechargeable gift cards are also a great 
way to manage grocery money for college students or anyone else that you would like to provide grocery 
money to.  Kroger Gift Cards are valid at any Kroger nationwide allowing you to use your card while 
traveling – this also makes it convenient for Grandparents and other relatives to support your child’s 
school!   
 

We will be selling new Kroger Gift Cards following the General PTO meeting on Tuesday, September 11 
and at “Back to School Night” on Tuesday, September 18.  If you would like to purchase a card but are 
unable to make it to one of these sale dates, or if you have any questions about the program, please call 
David or Karen Conley. 
 

We’ll see you at Kroger! 
 

David and Karen Conley 
313-417-9263  

  
 

 
  

 


