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VOLUME NO MONTEITH SCHOOL, GROSSE POINTE, MI 

September 3rd, 2008 
 

Welcome Back Monteith Families!!!!! 
 

I hope everyone had an enjoyable and restful summer.  It is amazing how quickly the summer is 
coming to an end and our new school year is beginning.  After a nice summer of relaxing, 
attending professional development workshops, and spending time with family & friends, the 
Monteith staff is ready to focus on student learning for another terrific school year. 
 

You will notice a few new faces upon returning to school this year.  We would like to give a 
warm Monteith welcome to the following new additions to our school. 
 

Social Worker – TBD  
Teacher Assistant – Linda Cardy 
EDK Assistant – Karen Rabidoux 

Student Teacher – Julie Miller 
ASD Assistant - Leanne Heichlinger 

 

We also have a new face to the lobby entrance this year.  You will feel like you are in a jungle. 
That’s right! Monteith is “Wild about Learning” and thanks to Erin Maday the lobby is truly 
inspiring and will motivate children as they walk through the halls. Mrs. Maday (our talented 
muralist) graciously volunteered her Saturdays throughout the summer to make our lobby a 
sight to be seen. On September 4th at 8:45am the Monteith Community will be invited to a 
viewing of the amazing mural.  Please feel free to join us. 
 

Thank you to the PTO Beautification Committee for making the mural happen and an enormous 
thank you to Erin Maday. We appreciate your dedication and hard work associated with this 
overwhelming project. You truly have a gift and we are glad you were able to share it with the 
Monteith Community. 
 

As you can see Monteith is ready for another great year!   
 

Welcome Back!   
 

Sincerely, 
 
  
Mr. Howell 



 

 

PARKING LOT SAFETY 

  Please be aware that our parking lot has a designated drop off  lane.  
Please do not use the drop off lane to park during the school hours of 
8:00am-9:00am and 3:00pm-4:00pm. 
 Also, vehicles should not be stopped in the outer By-Pass Lane to 
drop off students.  Students should never walk between cars to get to the 
sidewalk. 
 Thank you for observing our safety policies in the parking lot and 
ensuring the safety of all our students. 

EXISTING BLDG 
MONTEITH ELEMENTARY 

 

 



 

INSTRUCTIONAL DAY 

First Bell - 8:20 am 
Morning Session 8:25am 11:34am 
Lunch Recess 11:34am 12:29pm 
Afternoon Session 12:29am 3:38pm 
Dismissal 3:38 pm 

Please be sure to call our attendance line 
at 432-4501 with all absences/late arrivals 
by 8:45 am.  The attendance line is a 
dedicated line and available 24 hours/7 
days a week.  If you know of a future 
absence (trip, appointment, etc.) please 
let the office know with a phone call to 
this number as soon as possible.  Your 
cooperation will save a considerable 
amount of time spent calling to locate 
students.  We appreciate all your efforts 
in helping to keep our children safe. 

 

ATTENDANCE LINE 432-4501 

 

STUDENT PICK-UP DURING 
SCHOOL HOURS 

To assure a safe, authorized pickup of 
children during the school day, please 
come to the office to sign out your child if 
you need to take him/her out of school 
between 8:25 am -3:38 pm.  The office 
will contact your child’s teacher and your 
child will be sent to the office to meet 
you.  It is helpful if the parent writes a 
note to the teacher indicating what time 
the child will be picked up that day.  
Parents are NOT  to go directly to the 
classroom to release a child.  Students 
MUST be picked up in the office.  A child 
will only be released to the persons listed 
on his/her emergency card. 

 

PROPER DRESS FOR SCHOOL 

Students should not wear shoes without 
socks, backless shoes, sandals and/or 
those without straps to hold them 
securely to the foot.  Students go up and 
down stairs many times during the day.  
They run and play on the play area that 
has uneven ground, woodchips and stone 
areas.  When the policy was written and 
observed at all elementary schools, it was 
proposed and adopted in the best interest 
of student safety: 

    
“During warm weather, 
students may wear shorts.  
Students’ fingertips must 
touch the bottom of the 
shorts for the length to be 
acceptable for school.  
Midriff tops and tank tops 
are not appropriate attire.  
Students may not wear shirts 
with offensive language or 
pictures on them... Shoes 
should be appropriate and 
safe.” 

 

CLASSROOMS AFTER HOURS 

Please help to remind your child to 
gather everything they will need from 
their classroom at the end of the school 
day.  Classrooms may not be unlocked 
after school hours.  Please do not ask cus-
todial/office staff to unlock a classroom 
for you.  This causes many interruptions 
in the afternoon and evening work sched-
ule of our custodial staff.  We appreciate 
your cooperation in this matter. 

 

MESSENGER DATES 08-09 

Monday Messenger Dates are as follows: 
September 22 October 20 
November 17 December 15 
January 12 February 9 
March 9 & 30 April 27 
May 18 Wednesday June10 



2008 - 2009 
KINDERGARTEN Kathe DiVirgil EDK 

EDK ASSISTANT Karen Rabidoux 
   Diane Richards AM /PM 

GRADE ONE Christine Porada 
   Cheri Trefney 
   Kristin Fellows 
   Beth Wang and 
   Elizabeth Lucido 
   Tammi Cantalupo 

GRADE TWO Jim Booker 
   Janie Drobnich 
   Pam Liagre and 
   Anne Reinhard 
     Sandra Lombard 
GRADE THREE Vi Hadgikosti 
   Tom Arwady 
   Laura Pelyak 
   Tera Smith 
TCHR ASSISTANT Linda Cardy 
GRADE FOUR Jim Fisher 
   Sue Koczara 
   Darcie Livingston 
   Jodie Randazzo  
GRADE FIVE Theresa Comilla 
   Kathlynn Kellogg 
   Therese Schrage 
   Ruth Wilson 
AI TEACHER Sheila Doss 
   Renee Serventi 
AI ASSISTANTS Leanne Heichlinger 
   Beth Proenca 
   Kathie Reich 
   Kim VanGorder 
VOCAL MUSIC Paula DeCarlo 
ART   Nina Graves 
SPANISH  Sara Delgato 
PE   Gail Frederick 
SPEECH  Tabatha Khoury 
INSTRUMENTAL  Gail Scarlett 
   Jim Cadotte 
   Paul Miller 

 

FACULTY AND STAFF LANGUAGE ARTS Pete Comilla 
CMPTR LAB ASST Michelle Hartman  
ERC   Terri Russ  
PSYCHOLOGIST Lynn Leggett 
ELMS   Kathy Gaughan 
ELMS ASST.  Jan Cullen 
PRINCIPAL  Keith Howell 
SECRETARY Suzanne Bantien 
OFFICE CLERK Minette Morasso 
HEAD ENGINEER Greg Winne 
ENGINEER  Tom Devich 
CUSTODIAN Maria Neuberger 

 

PICTURE DAY 

Thursday, September 25th, is 
Picture Day at Monteith. 
THERE IS NO MONEY 
DUE ON PICTURE DAY. A 
picture proof and order form 
will be sent home in 
approximately 4-5 weeks. 
  Preschoolers are welcome and will be 
photographed at 8:30 am and 12:30 pm 
only.   

 

EMERGENCY  FORM 

If you have not done so already, please fill 
out the emergency card completely and 
return to your student’s teacher by 
September 7th.  The emergency sheets 
provide the school with phone numbers, 
contacts and any vital medical information 
for your child in case of an emergency. 

PUBLICATION DISTRIBUTION  
DISCLAIMER 

����

The periodic distribution of non-school related 
written materials does not constitute an 
endorsement by the School System of those 
materials or of the groups sponsoring them. 
 

The Grosse Pointe Public School System 

 



Monteith Elementary  
Back to School Night  
Tuesday, September 16th, 2008 
6:30 pm 
 
Dear Monteith Families, 
 
Back to School Night will be on Tuesday, September 16th at 6:30pm.  We will 
start by meeting in the Gymnasium for introductions and important information 
about the year.  From there we will be going to break out sessions in class-
rooms.  There will be two twenty-five-minute sessions, which will highlight 
the school year.  Session one will start at 7:00pm and session two will start at 
7:30pm.   
 
If you have one child attending Monteith, then you will only need to be present 
at one session and the 6:30pm introduction in the Gymnasium.  During the 
other session you can visit enrichment teachers and/or leave for the evening.  If 
you have two children, then you will be going to session #1 for one child 
and session #2 for your other child.  If you have more than two children that 
attend Monteith, parents will need to split up and attend different sessions or 
send an adult representative to their child’s session. 
 
Please be advised that Back to School Night is created for parents to re-
ceive valuable information about the school year.  This evening event is not 
the time to hold individual conferences with the teacher.  Thank you for 
your cooperation and understanding.   
 
The staff at Monteith looks forward to meeting you during Back to School 
Night! 
 
  
 Sincerely, 
 
  
  
 Keith Howell 



Monteith Families, 
 
Below is the new Michigan Booster Seat Law that was made effective on July 
1st, 2008.  Please be aware of the law.  It must be followed during school field 
trips.  For additional information go to http://www.michigansafekids.org/.   
 
Children must be in a booster seat until they are 8 years old or 4’9” tall. 
Children must be in a seat until they reach the age requirement or the height 
requirement, whichever comes first. For example: 

If your child is 8 years or older, but under 4'9" tall, the law does not apply.  
If your child is under 8 years old, but over 4'9" tall, the law does not apply. 

 
Types of booster seats 
A booster is a seat that boosts a child up so that the seat belt fits properly. There 
are two types of booster seats, no-back and high-back. 

A no-back booster can be used when the vehicle seat/head rest supports the 
child’s head. 

A high-back provides head and neck support and can be used on vehicle seats 
with or without head restraints. 

ALL booster seats MUST be used with a lap/shoulder safety belt. 

 
Monteith Field Trips  
All students who require the booster seat must have them when attending 
field trips with parent/volunteer drivers.  The seats must be installed in the 
car correctly and students must be in them before that parent driver 
leaves for the destination or returns to school.  Parents are responsible for 
providing booster seats for their child.  Students who do not have them will 
not be allowed to attend the field trip.   
 
Thank you for your cooperation! 
 

 

Keith Howell 



Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grades 
are still in need of lunchroom 
volunteers.  If you can spare one 
hour even once a month, (or more!) 
we can use your help.  If interested 
please call Dorothy Hawring at 
313.417.9818. 

 

LUNCHROOM VOLUNTEERS 

 

KIDS CLUB KORNER 

The direct phone number for 
Monteith Kids Club is 432-4509. 

 

MEDICATION 

If your child needs medication, it is 
important that you follow these 
procedures: 
 

1. The office MUST have a 
“Medication Prescriber/Parent 
Authorization”  form completed 
and signed by your physician for the 
office to dispense  ANY 
MEDICATION . 
 

2. The label from the pharmacy 
that  indicates quantity, day, time 
and  duration of time medication is 
taken must be on the container.  
Over-the-counter medication must 
be labeled  with the doctor’s written 
prescription. 
 

3. An adult MUST bring all 
Medication to the office in the 
original container supplied by the 
pharmacy.  No child is allowed to 
keep medication with him/her 
during the school day.  This policy 
was designed to keep all Monteith 
children safe and healthy and is a 
Grosse Pointe School Policy. 
 

 The authorization forms are 
available in the school office. 

 The Monteith Production 
Center is in need of mom and/or dad 
volunteers to help with copying, die 
cuts, laminating, binding and other 
teacher projects.  Please consider 
working just a few hours each week 
or month.  Times are extremely 
flexible.  If you are interested please 
call Ms. Minette at 313.432.4511.  
 Just a note of thanks and 
sincere appreciation in advance for 
all our Production Center workers.   
Your help and support of our 
students and teachers is 
immeasurable! 

 

PRODUCTION CENTER 

With the change of seasons comes darkness in the early morning when 
students ride their bikes to school.  Please review bike safety with your 
students.  Listed are just a few suggestions. 
¨ Wear bright colored protective gear 
¨ Equip your bike with reflectors 
¨ Walk bicycles across all streets 
¨ Ride with a buddy. 

 

BIKE SAFETY TIPS 



Choices include: 
 

Salt, Plain, Raisin & Poppy Seed 
 

              COST:  50 each 

��� � EPARTMENT ��� � F ��� � HYSICAL ���� DUCATION 
               2008-2009 

� ews from 
� rs. � rederick……... 

Bagel Sales are every Wednesday!! 
Bagels are sold in the morning & during lunch periods. 

 
If supplies last, Bagels are also sold after school. 

Welcome back to a new school year!  As I look forward to another  
wonderful  year here at Monteith I want to express my sincere gratitude to 
you, Monteith parents.  For 14 years you have supported bagel sales.  Over 
the years the proceeds from these sales have stocked my physical education 
equipment closets with the latest.  In addition, it has been an added bonus to 

help our outstanding music program with several important causes.   
Best of all….the students really seem to look forward to bagel days.   

Ok, maybe a few parents and teachers too!   
Thank you Monteith students and parents! 

Mrs. Frederick is once again in need of 
brown paper lunch size bags to be  

used for Monteith’s bagel sales.  All  
donations will be greatly appreciated! 

������������
                Will begin Wednesday, September 24th 



THE FAMILY PRIVACY ACT  
In accordance with the provisions of the Family 
Privacy Act of 1974, The Grosse Pointe Public 
School System is required to give public notice of 
the type of information related to students that it 
considers “directory information” and thus 
available to the general public.   
 
It is also possible that photographs or videotape of 
students may be broadcast or released to 
newspapers, web sites, and other media sources in 
connection with school activities, awards, and 
honors.   
If you do not want to have directory information, 
photographs, or videotaped pictures made 
available to the public, with the exception of 
random group pictures such as at a sporting event 
from which it would be difficult to exclude 
specific pictures, you may have the directory 
information and photographs excluded by 
sending a notice to: 
 

The Department of Support Services 
The Grosse Pointe Public School System 

389 St. Clair 
Grosse Pointe, Michigan 48230 

PARENT AND STUDENT RIGHTS 
RELATED TO SCHOOL RECORDS 
In accordance with the provisions of the Family 
Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, 
eligible persons, I.E. students eighteen years of age 
or older or the parents of guardians of students 
under the age of eighteen, have the right to examine 
the official records of the school district which are 
directly related to that student. 
 
Specifically this Act mandates the following 
additional rights: 
1. The right to have no records released to 

noneligible agencies, institutions, or persons 
without prior consent. 

2. The right to be informed of the release of 
records to all eligible agencies, institutions, or 
persons. 

3. The right to challenge at any time the accuracy 
and fairness of student records. 

4. The right of due process in matters related to 
student records. 

Information concerning these rights is available in 
the Student Records Policy (JR) and related 
administrative procedures of the Grosse Pointe 
Public School System. 

PUBLIC INSPECTION OF  
DOCUMENTS    
501©(3) nonprofits must make certain documents 
available to the public upon request.  These 
documents must be available at the organization’s 
main office during regular business hours.  If 
copies are requested, the organization can charge 
only a reasonable fee for copying and mailing. 
 
· Most recent Form 990 or 990-EZ for past three 

years (The organization need not disclose the 
names of its contributors.) 

· Form 1023 or 1024 (Application for tax 
exemption) 

· Any related correspondence with the IRS 
 
If the request is in writing, the organization has 30 
days to comply.  The penalty for willful failure to 
allow public inspection of a return or 
exemption application is $1,000 for each return or 
application. 
 
For more information, see the IRS website at: 

www.ustreas.irs.gov 

NONDISCRIMINATION  
The Grosse Pointe Public School System is 
committed to a policy of nondiscrimination in 
relation to race, color, religion, or national origin 
(Title VI, Civil Rights Act of 1964); sex (Title IX, 
Educational Amendments of 1972); or handicap 
(Section 504, Rehabilitation Act of 1973).  Policies 
GAAB and GAAC and Grievance regulations are 
available for those who believe that this policy may 
have been abused. 

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITY ACT (ADA) 
Any qualified individual with a disability who 
wishes to participate in services, programs, and 
activities conducted by the School System but needs 
auxiliary aids or services should contact the 
Department of 
Support Services at 313-432-3080. 

 

ANNUAL NOTIFICATIONS 



Grosse Pointe North High School 
Presents 

"YOU CAN'T TAKE IT WITH YOU"  
 

A Comedy in Three Acts 
Directed by Marty Bufalini 

 

 Come and share in the laughter of this 
wacky comedy 

 

October 2, 3, 4 @ 7:30pm  

The Performing Arts Center  
 

$10 adults 
$8 senior citizens 

$5 students  
 

Tickets available at the door or: 
  
Wild Birds Unlimited 
20485 Mack  
Grosse Pointe Woods 
 
 Gold Cards Accepted! 

 
 For More Information:  313.886.8458 

AT ALL TIMES, FOR ANY REASON, 
VISITORS MUST COME DIRECTLY TO 
THE OFFICE FOR A VISITOR PASS, 
WHICH MUST BE WORN & VISIBLE AT 
ALL TIMES WHILE IN THE BUILDING! 
Thank you in advance for your cooperation 
with keeping our children safe. 



THE PTO PAGE  
Greetings to all new and returning Monteith Families! I am excited about the new school year and 

hope you all are too.  We are so excited about the beautiful mural in the school lobby, sponsored by the PTO, 
and created by one of our very talented parents, Mrs. Erin Maday.  Erin spent 8 Saturdays this summer in the 
school creating the wonderful mural!  We are having a mural unveiling  for parents, administration, or anyone 
who would like to come and see the awesome transformation of our lobby.  The unveiling is going to be on the 
second day of school, Thursday, September 4th at 8:45 AM out in front of the school (weather permitting), 
with an opportunity to get a closer look at the mural. Coffee and breakfast refreshments will be served. 

Sally Foster gift wrap is the first fundraiser of the school year. Monteith traditionally supports this 
fundraiser with great success. Please make sure to look through your catalog.  Don’t forget that you can order 
online, it is so easy.  Please read the letter that comes with your catalog, it gives easy to follow directions! 

The information packet comes home with your child the first day of school, please fill out all the  
necessary paperwork and return before the deadline. 
We are planning many fun events at Monteith this year. The PTO is counting on all the parent  
volunteers to make these events happen. Events like Secret Santa Shop, Coney Night, the Book Fair, 

Family Fun Nights, and the Ice Cream Social. Please keep reading the Messenger to find out about these great 
events.  Another great way to keep up on Monteith happenings is the bulletin board inside the receiving room. 

On behalf of the PTO Board of Directors, I extend a happy and warm welcome to everyone. Let us all 
have a great school year.     Lorie Kamm, PTO President 

2008-2009 PTO BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
President—Lorie Kamm   
Father Vice President/Audit Chairperson—Eddie Tujaka 
Mother Vice President/Program Chairperson—Leslie Nelson 
Treasurer—Christie Scoggin 
Assistant Treasurer/Fundraising Chairperson—Kristen DeVooght 
Secretary (Recording/Corresponding) - Lisa Emig 
Membership Chair/Volunteer Recognition—Samina Romero 
PTO Council Representative—David Denomme 
School Board Observer—Susan Frezza 
Teacher Director—Therese Schrage and Tammi Cantalupo 

RAISING MONEY TO HELP OUR SCHOOL!  
It is time again for the Sally Foster Sale!  This is the MAJOR  

fundraiser for our school. Now through September 23rd we are earning funds for 
Monteith through the sale of gifts and gift wrap from the Sally Foster  

Company.  Look for information that came home with your child, or online at  
SallyFoster.com.  Delivery date is October 16th. 

The “Sally Tally” (where all the orders are counted) is Tuesday, September 30th… 
we need volunteers! 

Call Lorie Kamm 884-4051 or Mary Mancus 882-8865 . 

WORKING TOGETHER!  
The Monteith PTO would like to thank the 
Monteith Student Council, Mrs. Trefney 
and Mrs. Pelyak, for the generous donation 
of the beautiful new rug in the lobby.  It is a 
wonderful addition to our new décor!  
Thank you!  

KEEP KROGERING!  
Did you buy groceries over the summer?  Did 
you use your Monteith issued Kroger card?  If 
you did, you earned money for Monteith.  If you 
don’t have your card yet, or your relatives want 
one, call Sarah Carron 885-1992 and she will 
give you the details!  
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THE PTO PAGE  

WHERE DOES IT COME FROM?  WHERE DOES IT GO?  
Monteith PTO welcomes all families to join our membership by filling out your PTO 
packet envelope.  We would like to have 100% PTO dues participation this year.  The 
Monteith PTO is a 501(c)(3).    
 
DID YOU KNOW ...   Last school year we raised over $29,000 for our school!  Here is 
the '07/'08 breakdown:   
  
Event                     Revenue                   Event                     Revenue  
                              
Burger King Nights   $322                 Spirit Wear  $682 
Coney Night                $451    12 Hour Crop  $959 
Ice Cream Social $2,254    Target Rebates  $399 
Kroger Cards              $2,345    Cookbooks  $396 
PTO Dues              $2,188    Pizza Hut Nights $167 
Sally Foster           $11, 352   Bottle Returns  $899 
Santa's Secret Shop $2,723    Bank Interest  $1,104 
Scholastic Book Fair $2,834  
 
DID YOU ALSO KNOW ... How we used PTO funds last school year (we had a 
nice "carry-over" from the year before!):    
 
Event         Cost  Event   Cost  
School Assemblies        $650   Principal Incentives      $257  
Beautification                  $1,335   Class Subscriptions   $2,290  
Teacher Classroom Gifts   $9,464   Staff Appreciation      $600  
Student Clubs                  $1,412   Speakers/Family Nights      $902  
Field Trips                  $1,662   Major Goals                $24,465  
Field Day                     $757   (laminator, library furniture,  
Fifth Grade Events        $802   grade level writing)    
Kindergarten Round Up        $597   Operating Expenses    $2,277  
Family Directories        $672    
 
Let's make it another great fundraising year for Monteith and continue to make our school the 
best.  Education is key, help us unlock the possibilities.  We welcome any comments or  
suggestions.  

WELCOME TO THE JUNGLE!  
Welcome to another great year at Monteith!  As many of you have seen, our lobby has 
been transformed into “Monty’s home away from home”.  Gigantic, HUGE thanks to 
Erin Maday for her time (literally her summer weekends!) and her amazing talents.   
Thank Erin in person and have a bagel at: 

The official “unveiling” of the lobby mural: 
Thursday, September 4th 

8:45AM 
 


