
Our district has adopted two new elementary curricula this year which you  will learn more about at 
your  child’s conference.  Our new Everyday Math curriculum is off to a great start.  Even first 
graders are able to make sophisticated mathematical generalizations such as  how two odd numbers 
added together will always make an even number.  Practice with  math fact fluency is integrated 
into the program.  The “spiral” of the curriculum ensures that previously presented math content is 
always fresh in students’ minds.  You  may continue to have questions about our new curriculum.  
Many resources are available on our school website—see the left hand side for the EveryDay Math 
link.  Also, be sure to check out our district’s video presentation if you haven’t already done so.  
And enjoy playing some of the games while you wait for your conference.  

Kindergarten, first, second, and fifth grade students are using new, up to date social studies materi-
als which are aligned with new Michigan curricular expectations.    Teachers and curriculum staff 
are developing  third and fourth grade curriculum and considering new materials for next year’s 
use.   

Mrs. Bednarczyk, Mrs. Davis and I will be off to Howell Nature Center November 5-7 with our 
fifth grade so we will not be here for conferences on November 6th.  5th Grade conferences will be 
held on November 12th and 13th.  We are looking forward to many happy experiences with  beauti-
ful weather and the last of the fall color! 
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Sgt. Lyle Reece of the City of 
Grosse Pointe Safety Department 
will make presentations about 
Stranger Safety on Monday, No-
vember 11th.  Students will watch 
and discuss The Stranger Safety 
movie.   

The students will learn about three 
kind of grown ups:  Don’t Knows, 
Kinda Knows, and Safe Side 
Adults.  These terms are used be-
cause their meaning is more pre-
cise and understandable than the 

word “Stranger”.  Safe Side 
Adults are a child’s most trusted 
grown-ups , and need to be desig-
nated by each parent.  Safe Side 
Hot Tips are:   

· Keep your Safe Side Adult 
close.  If you can see them, 
they can see you. 

· Never open the door without 
your Safe Side Adult. 

· STOP AND THINK! Don’t 
fall for tricks! 

· Never talk to Don’t Knows 
unless your Safe Side Adult is 
with you. 

· Don’t let anyone inside your 
Safe Side Circle.  Run from 
danger! 

· Know your three Safe Side 
Adults. 

· Never go anywhere, with 
anyone, unless you ask your 
Safe Side Adult first. 

Visit http://www.thesafeside.com/ 
for more information 
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Kathleen Satut, Principal 
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they’re cool because a girl or a 
boy would like them,” Julia 
Gough says.  “They come in so 
many colors and sizes!  I think 
every kid should have one.” 
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SPANISH 

We started this session of Spanish on October 
20th.  My fourth graders are studying unit 2: 
Family, Adjectives and Feelings.  My fifth 
graders are working on: Days of the week, 
Months and Weather.  I am looking forward 
to teaching your children new and fun vo-
cabulary.  I would very much appreciate it if 
the students could come prepared to class 
(folders and completed homework).  If you 
have any questions regarding Spanish, please 
visit my website http://staff.gpschools.org/
puertaj or e-mail me.  Thank you for your 
support.  ¡Feliz dia de los muertos! - Happy 
Halloween 

������������                                
justa.puerta@gpschools.org                      
Voice mail extension:  5457 

SAFETY PATROL UPDATE  

This is a heads up to parents for Wednesday, 
Nov. 5 through Friday, Nov. 7.  With the 5th 
grade at camp those days, there may be some 
corners uncovered as the students walk to 
school.  Thanks to my responsible and brave 
4th graders who will continue to be there on 
duty for your students.  Also it is important to 
remember that on Thursday, Nov. 13th school 
will be in session only in the afternoon.  

Team B need to report to their safety post 
at 12:05 PM instead of 8:05 AM. 

A second note is to the parents of all safe-
ties.  During the cold weather months, we 
try to warm up our safeties with a cup of 
hot chocolate.  We will be starting the 
week of November 10th.  If you could 
volunteer once or twice a month to help 
make and serve the hot chocolate in the 
morning before you go to work, that would 
be great.  This job would only take about 
20 minutes starting at 8:05 AM.  Please 
contact Mrs. Mollison at 884-2996 if you 
can help us out in that way. 

�����������                                  
Safety Sponsor 

PARENT EDUCATION UPDATE  

Please see the insert flyer for details about 
a book club discussion on the book 
“Parenting with Love and Logic”.  “Love 
and Logic” is nationally recognized parent-
ing program that makes parenting easier 
and more fun with their simple rules and 
easy to use techniques.  If being angry, 
lecturing and using threats have not gotten 
the results, come join the book club discus-
sion about researched proven ideas and 
bring your sense of humor.  On the oppo-

site side of the flyer are the basic rules of 
that parenting program.   Look for a hand-
out on different parenting topics every 
month in the Maire Newsletter courtesy 
of the “Parenting with Love and Logic” 
program.   

Also check out the Maire Parent Library 
for books of your parenting interest in-
cluding books and one page handouts on 
different topics from the “Parenting with 
Love and Logic” program.   

If you are a parent of a student with 
unique needs, please contact Doug 
Merkle at 432-5546 about another book 
club focusing on your student. 
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Student Assistance Specialists 

SODEXO 

Join the Food Service Team.  Sodexo is 
seeking individuals to work 3 hour shifts, 
Monday through Friday.  The pay starts at 
$8/hour.  Interested individuals should 
email                    

michelle.knotts@gpschools.org or call 
313/432-3208. 

for the glitter to sink to the 
bottom and then turn it upside 
down, it looks like an explosion 
or a blizzard.  You can play any 
game with them.  At recess, 
kids usually play Hot Potato, 
catch, and some kids just throw 
them against the wall.  “I think 

Stores have been quickly run-
ning out of these sparkling 
balls, full of fun.  There are all 
different sizes: large, medium 
and small.  There are a lot of 
different colors, too.  For exam-
ple:  pink, green, blue and 
many other colors.  If you wait 
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clestone, Dave Graff, Sue Mar-
tin, Amy Morrison, Amy 
Muawad, Anne Nyboer, Gaile 
Rice, and Molly Susalla.  Your 
efforts were greatly appreci-
ated! 

�

����	�����

port our school.  Just go to 
www.sallyfoster.com and enter 
our school code 44665. 

A BIG thank you to all the vol-
unteers who helped with our 
findraiser:  Amy Conlan, 
Marianne Coyle, Katie Ec-

Our Sally Foster/Cookie Dough 
fundraiser was a success!  
Thank you to everyone who 
purchased or sold items to sup-
port Maire.  It is not too late to 
order Sally Foster items online.  
All items purchased online 
before December 31, 2008 sup-
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boxtop emails and some of you are 
buying on line through box top’s site.  
A reminder about expiration dates on 
labels.  Boxtops with an expiration 
date of 9/1/09 must be turned in by 
our February collection.  This pro-
gram is sponsored by General Mills. 

Regarding Labels for Education.  
We do not have this program at Maire 
at the present time.  However, there 
are three elementary schools in the 
district that do collect them.  I will 
continue to collect the labels and Mrs. 
McSkimming will divide them 
among the three schools.  The impor-

Thank you all.  What a great start 
with boxtops4education this year!  
Our school will be receiving over 
$700 in December.  The top three 
classes were:  Mrs. VandeVusse with 
over 700 labels, Mrs. Davis with over 
400 labels and Mrs. Barba with over 
400 labels.  We have 40 sign up for 
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The Scholastic Book Fair is coming to Maire Elementary in November! Mark your calendar for the week of Nov. 17-20 to attend the 
book fair.  Maire students will visit the book fair on Monday, Nov. 17th & Tuesday the 18th during the day. Students 
may “preview shop” or “shop” with their classes’ assigned day. Parents, grandparents and friends are welcome to shop 
the book fair during all of the hours listed below. Get a jump on holiday shopping by giving the gift of reading, a gift 
that will never wear out!  The proceeds of the fall book fair benefit the Maire Library. Questions or if you’d like to vol-
unteer to staff the fair, contact Sue Martin @ suemartin@comcast.net, 313-885-8592. 

 

  Book Fair Hours: 

 Mon. Nov. 17th  12:30-3:30 

 Tues. Nov. 18th  9-3:30 

               Wed. Nov. 19th  5:30-8:00pm (This coordinates with the annual Maire Family Fun Night, a BIG SAFARI surprise is in store 
for you!) 

 Thurs. Nov. 20th  12:30 – 5:00 

MAIRE FAIR IS BACK THIS YEAR! 

SATURDAY, MARCH 28, 2009 
 Every three years Maire holds a “Maire Fair” kids carnival in the early spring. This year is a Maire Fair year and the date is Saturday, March 28! In conjunction 
with the Maire Fair kids’ carnival, a parent party is held the week before at the War Memorial with a delicious dinner, music and dancing, and a fabulous auction. 
Last week a flyer went out describing the parent party and requesting donations and volunteers. Now we would like to introduce the Maire Fair kids carnival to you. 

 

 *Maire Fair kids carnival is Saturday, March 28. The theme this year is “Go Green”. 

*A few weeks ago, at Back to School Night, each teacher had a sign up sheet outside their door asking for parents to be Maire Fair volunteers. These volunteers will 
communicate information to the other parents in the classroom they are representing. So far each classroom has at least one volunteer. If you would like to volunteer 
please contact Cindi Portwood or Michelle Balconi. (see below for contact info.) 

*A meeting will be held for the Maire Fair classroom volunteers on Tuesday, November 11 @ 7pm in the library of Maire. Anyone interested in helping is welcome 
to attend. We are requesting at least one volunteer from each classroom attend. 

*Each classroom will create 2 craft-type items that the whole class has participated in making. One of these will be auctioned off at the parent party and the other 
will be auctioned off at the kids Maire Fair. 

*Each classroom will come up with an idea for a carnival-type game for their classroom. On the day of Maire Fair the school will become a carnival with each room 
providing a different game for the children to play. As the children complete each game, they will have a card that will be stamped by each classroom. At the end of 
their visit to the Maire Fair children can turn in their stamped cards and receive prizes in return. If you have an idea for a game for your child’s classroom, we 
would love to hear it! 

*In the gym there will be food and beverages for sale and near the stage will be the craft items from each classroom that will be raffled off.                                     
We need volunteers for this concession area. Also, donations for the tin can auction are needed… gift cards and small prizes would be greatly appreciated.            
*In the next few months you will be receiving information about both Maire Fair activities-the kids carnival and the parent party.                                                       
If you are able to help or would like to share your ideas, please contact us. We would love to work with you! 

 Cindi Portwood, Maire Fair Kids Carnival co-chair c.portwood@comcast.net or 886-1890 

Michelle Balconi, Maire Fair Kids Carnival co-chair balconis@aol.com or 469-7350 

 

 

tant part of the label is the UPC code.  
They no longer accept the front panel of 
the label.  This program is sponsored by 
Campbells Soup. 
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On the web at http://
www.gpschools.org/maire/ 
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September: 

Safety-Eric G., Jacob B., Anna M., Jacob B. 

FUNS- Lizzy B., Nina W., Thomas H., Seth C. 

Service- Blair S., Nina W., Sawyer M. 

Library- Ian M., Claire Y. 

October: 

Safety- Jack H., Elaine A., Kate M., David T. 

FUNS- Allison H., Lindsay C., Sydney S., Kevin D. 

Service- Julian A., Olivia W., Michael C., Jolly D. 

Library- Ian M., Halle M. 


