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November 20, 2008 

Dear Defer Families, 
 
As you know, the GPPSS adopted the Everyday Math (EM) program and materials for Grades  
1-5 because they best matched our district’s math curriculum.  I am extremely proud of the  
manner in which our Defer teaching staff have embraced these new materials and have worked 
hard through the various training and professional learning opportunities to become as familiar  
as possible with this program.  While they are continuing to work hard and to learn more about 
the program each day, it is readily apparent that they are confidently and competently presenting 
the material to their students.  When asked about the program, the students often tell me that  
it is difficult and challenging, but that they enjoy the lessons, the materials, and especially the 
games.  And as I visit classrooms during math instruction, I see students working independently, 
with learning partners, and in small groups eagerly discussing and solving a variety of math 
problems and applying new concepts and high level problem solving strategies. 
 
The EM program has a number of components, which can at first be confusing to parents.   
Hopefully you have been receiving and using the parent letters and the Home/Study Links  
components.  In addition, your child should be bringing home his/her Student Reference Book  
on a daily basis. These materials explain the concepts and procedures so that parents can  
support their child’s learning and homework activities.  As you work with your child, please  
ask him/her to explain the procedures and their own thinking so that they can strengthen their 
problem solving abilities and so that you have a better understanding of the procedures used  
in class.  We think you will soon see that your child is using much higher-level mathematics  
and problem solving skills than in the past. 
  
One of the key foundations of the program is that it uses a “spiral” approach of the curriculum, 
ensuring that previously-presented math content and concepts are always reinforced and built 
upon.  This means that in each lesson, some concepts/skills are introduced, some are taught  
to mastery, and some are reviewed.  One of the benefits of the games is that they provide an  
opportunity for the students to practice their math facts and to commit them to mastery.  In  
addition, more traditional approaches to fact mastery are used, such as flashcards and timed  
tests.  We encourage parents to continue working with their children at home in memorizing  
their math facts with the goal of automaticity (instant recall). 
 
If you were not able to attend the district’s Parent EM Information Night on October 7, you can 
still get more information about the program by going to Defer’s website and clicking on the 
“Parents” button at the top left and then on the link to the Everyday Math Video.  Other parent 
nights and an additional video are in the planning stages.  You can also go  
directly to the Everyday Math “Parent Homeroom” website at:  
http://everydaymath.uchicago.edu/parents/index.shtml, also found on Defer’s website on the 
“Parents” button.  We hope that these resources will be helpful to you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
  
 
Ronald D. Wardie 
Principal 

“To The Pointe” 

Please Take Note 
 
  Tues.  11/25—AM School Only 
 
  Wed.  11/26—Fri. 11/28  
                          -No School 
 
  Mon.  12/1—  School Resumes                 
                          @8:25a.m.           

Defer Website 
www.gpschools.org/defer 



Save the Date! 
 

All First, Third, 2/3 and 4/5 Magnet and  Fifth Grade students, 
as well as the Defer Choir, will be performing in the Winter 
Vocal Music Concert.  All students should wear “dressy 
clothes”.   
 
The concert will take place on Thursday, December 18, 
2008 at 7:00 P.M. in the Pierce School Auditorium.   

Safety/Service is sworn in by Judge Jarboe   

Librarians for November 
 

Elizabeth  & Mathew  

SAFETY / SERVICE 
 
WOW, Safety Patrol has been around since the early 1920’s.  
Today, more than 500,000 members are on duty each day of 
the school year, helping classmates at hazardous crossings 
near schools. 
 
In October a kickball fest took place in which the members 
competed between themselves in an aggressive game of  
kickball.  We also enjoyed a snack and drink, thanks to the 
Defer PTO. 
 
Also, in October 39 Fourth Graders filled the positions of the 
Safety/Service for one day.  I hope you noticed them in their 
orange belts.  They did a fantastic job.  I am so proud of 
them for stepping up to help. 
 
When the wind-chill factor is below 0’F, safeties should not 
be on duty.  Please escort your child to school on these days. 
 
If you see a Safety/Service member doing a good job, tell 
them. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Helen Srebernak 
Safety/Service Coordinator 
 
Safety/Service Members of the Month - October 
 
Safety:     Andrew  
Service:   Juliana   

Student Council 
 

We would like to congratulate the following students for 
being elected to serve on the Defer Student Council for the 
2008-2009 school year.   
 
Officers: 
 
President: Madelyn  
Vice President: Cameron  
Secretary: Hannah  
Treasurer: Vicky  
 
Student Council Members:  Blake,  Abigail , 
Brianna (A), Conor , Ciara , Laura (A), Max , Ben , Mary , 
Vicky , Dante , Sarah , Lily (A), Cameron , Jay , Daniel
(A), Lucy , Bianca , Joseph (A), Madelyn , Catherine , 
Rebecca (A), Anne (A), Benna , Katharine , Hannah , 
Evan , Juliana (A), Emersyn , Julia , Ellie (A), Hope .  
 

Welcome New Students 
 

1st Grade           
Tre’Vone  

 
2nd Greade 

David  
Antonio  

Alejandro  
 

3rd Grade 
Benjamin  

 
5th Grade 

Jaylin  



Dear Families, 
 
November 12th was the beginning of the second unit of study for the fourth and fifth graders’ Spanish class.  The fourth 
graders are now focusing on family members, while the fifth graders are studying calendars and weather.  Please do not 
forget that the first homework assignment was due on the following dates. 
 

A Day Students: November 12 
B Day Students: November 13 
C Day Students: November 14 
D Day Students: November 15 

 
If your child has not turned in this assignment yet, please be sure that he/she does so as soon as possible.  Please be sure to 
check my website for up to date information regarding units of study, schedules, or due dates.  Thank you so much for your 
continued support of the elementary Spanish program 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mrs. Delgado  
 
sara.delgado@gpschools.org 
http://staff.gpschools.org/delgads 

The Scholastic Book Fair is coming to Defer in December! Mark your calendar for Dec. 2-6 to attend the 
book fair.  Students will visit the book fair on Tuesday Dec. 2  thru Friday Dec. 5 during their regularly-
scheduled Library time. Students will fill out a “Wish List” to help parents make choices and purchases.  
Saturday’s hours coincide with the annual Holiday Craft Fair.  Parents, grandparents and friends are welcome 
to shop the book fair during all of the hours listed below. Get a jump on holiday shopping by giving the gift 
of reading, a gift that will never wear out!  The proceeds from the book fair benefit the Defer Library and 
PTO programs. Questions, or if you’d like to volunteer to staff the fair, contact Elizabeth  
Connors at Elizabeth_Connors@ameritech.net, or 313-886-0046. 

 
 Book Fair Hours: 
Tues.,     Dec. 2nd    9:30am-4:30pm 
Wed.,     Dec. 3rd    9:30-4:30 and 6:00-8:00pm 
Thurs.,   Dec. 4th     8:30-4:30 and 6:00-8:00pm 
Fri.,        Dec., 5th       8:30 – 4:30 
Sat.,        Dec., 6th    9:00-1:00 

Distinguished Employee 
 

Defer is pleased to announce that Mrs. Tricia Gout , Third Grade teacher, has been selected as one of the inaugural recipients of 
the Grosse Pointe Board of Education’s Distinguished Service Awards.  Mrs. Gout was nominated by her colleagues in  
recognition of her efforts to go above and beyond expectations and in making numerous contributions to the school to support 
the students and staff. 

Substitute Teacher 
 

 Please join us in welcoming Mrs. Sarah Markowitz  as the long-term substitute teacher for Mrs. Shantrell Griffin-McMillan 
(Special Education Categorical Room teacher) during her maternity leave.  Mrs. Markowitz has been a teacher in the Grosse 
Pointe Public School System for thirteen years.  She has an elementary teaching degree and a Master’s Degree in teaching  
emotionally impaired children.  Most recently, she was working at the Barnard Center, teaching children living at the Children’s 
Home of Detroit, which recently closed. 



Visitors from China 
 

 Defer was pleased to host four Wayne State University graduate students from China last week along with Dr. Robert Thomas, 
the Dean of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, as well as Dr. Yue Ming, Assistant Director for K-12 Outreach of the  
Confucius Institute at Wayne State.  The four students and Dr. Ming gave a series of short presentations to our students, teaching 
them how to count in Chinese as well as the names of the week and months of the year.  We are hoping that one or two of the 
graduate students will join our Lunchtime Enrichment program, giving a number of students the opportunity to learn more about 
the Chinese language and culture. 

New Buzzer System 
 

 We recently sent home a letter notifying parents that our new entry door buzzer system will soon be operational, however 
the company installing the system is still waiting for some final parts before the system will be in effect.  When it is ready, 
all entry doors will be locked during the school day from 8:25 a.m. through 4:00 p.m.  Parents, volunteers, and visitors 
will need to use the buzzer at the top of the parking lot stairs or at the Handicap Door.  When a person arrives, they will have 
to push the appropriate buzzer, which will then alert the office staff via a monitor and intercom.  Once the person is identi-
fied, they will be buzzed in and instructed to check in at the office.  We appreciate your cooperation with this new procedure 
once it goes into effect in the interest of the safety and welfare of all of our students and staff. 

Celebrating the Holidays 
 

How does your family celebrate the holidays?  The children of Defer had a chance to answer that question in an essay contest 
for the Grosse Pointe News.  The two winners were Chloe  from third grade and Katherine  from fifth grade.  The girls will 
have their picture and part of their winning essay in the Grosse Pointe News.  They will also get to ride on a float in the 
Thanksgiving Day parade.  Way to go girls! 

Cartooning Workshop 
 
Grosse Pointe Community Education is offering a Cartooning Workshop for grades K-8 on Wednesday, December 10, in the 
Brownell Library.  
  
The workshop, which costs $20, will run from 4:30pm to 6pm.  For details, go to page 14 in the autumn Community  
Education brochure at www.gpschools.org/.  (Click on the link on the left-hand side of the page.) 

Lunchtime Enrichment Program 

It’s that time of year again... The Winter Lunchtime Enrichment Program is looking for Volunteers.  Do you have a talent? 
Know a foreign language? Are you crafty?  Like to build?  Play chess or board games?  Just want to spend a little more time at 
school?  We need you!   Lunchtime Enrichment will run from Jan 12th - March 9th week.  This is for 1st through 5th 
grades.  Can't do the whole 8 weeks?  We can find a spot for you!  Please contact Torrey Stackpoole at 821-8780 or 
torrey@global-mapping.com  We need your HELP!  


