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IDEA exists because 
of historical neglect



• Zero Reject

• Protection in Evaluation

• Free Appropriate Public Education

• Least Restrictive Environment

• Procedural Safeguards

• Parental Participation



Principles of IDEA Requirement

Zero Reject
Locate, identify, & provide services to all eligible 
students with disabilities 

Protection in Evaluation
Conduct an assessment to determine if a student 
has an IDEA related disability and if he/she needs 
special education services

Free Appropriate Public Education
Develop and deliver an individualized education 
program of special education services that 
confers meaningful educational benefit.

Least Restrictive Environment
Educate students with disabilities with 
nondisabled students to the maximum extent 
appropriate.

Procedural Safeguards
Comply with the procedural requirements of the 
IDEA.

Parental Participation
Collaborate with parents in the development and 
delivery of their child’s special education 
program.



 Locate, identify, & serve all students with 
disabilities aged 3 – 21

 Child find obligations

 Two criteria for eligibility

 A student must be determined to have a 
disability that is covered by the IDEA

 Because of the disability, the student needs 
special education and related services





LEAs shall conduct a full and individual 
evaluation before the initial provision of 

special education and related services to a 
child with a disability                      

20 U.S.C. 1414(a)(1)









Participants in the IEP Process
 Parents

 A representative of agency

 General education teacher

 Special education teacher

 Person knowledgeable about evaluation

 Others at request of IEP participants



 Special education and related services

 Provided at public expense

 Meet state educational agency standards

 Provided in conformity with the 
Individualized Education Program (IEP)



 To the maximum extent appropriate children 
with disabilities are to be educated with 
children who are not disabled 

 Removal may only occur when education in 
regular classes with the use of supplementary 
aids and services cannot be achieved 
satisfactorily



Continuum of Placements

Regular Classroom

Special Education Classroom

Special Schools

Hospital/Institution







Notice and consent 
requirements

Surrogate parents

Opportunity to examine                              
records

Resolution session

Independent educational 
evaluation

Discipline

Mediation

Impartial due process 
hearing



Principle 6:  Parental Participation

Parental Notification and Consent

To provide parents with sufficient 
information, in a timely manner, so that 
they may fully participate in educational 
decisions

Written notice and consent







The Michigan Challenge:

Graduation
53.5%  

Drop Out
9.4% 
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Significant Disproportionality - Discipline > 3.0
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School Suspensions & Drop Out



1-888-320-8384

Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00





 is an entitlement

 is a service – not a place



Eleanor E. White, Ph.D.
Director 

Office of Special Education 
(517) 241-4521

whitee1@michigan.gov


