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DEFER DRAGON’S BURNING NEWS 
October  6, 2016 

Karen Sullivan 

Defer Principal 

 

Seven  Habits 

Be Proactive 

Begin with the End 

in mind 

Put first things first 

Think Win-Win 

Seek first to under-

stand, then to be 

understood 

Synergize– together 

is better 

Sharpen the Saw 

Fun Run 

Our Fun Run is tomorrow!  The kick-off assembly was September 7th and tomorrow, October 7th , 

will be the run.  During this first month of school  the Defer community’s has come together 

around this fund raiser in a way that speaks volumes about who we are as a group.  Did you 

know: 

76% of our Defer families have registered with the Get Moving Crew to participate in this 

event.  That’s an amazing number!  The standard level of participation for schools in-

volved in this event is 50% and yet Defer School is at 76% participation! 

Did you know that we have had 16 students be the lucky winners over the four weeks for 

one of the following:  breakfast at Cornwall on a school morning, a gift certificate to 

Park Grill for dinner, a three month pass to Robot Garage, and being the PE teacher for 

the day.   

Did you know that we celebrated with great spirit each week our growing success as we 

reached our 25%, 50%, and 75% goal?  We decked ourselves out for Crazy Hair Day, PJ 

Day, and Inside-Out Day.  We Defer Dragons know how to show our spirit! 

Did you know that the Fun Run is another way for our students to show leadership?  All of 

the Kindergarten and 1st grade students will be wearing their names in the race so that 

all the older students can cheer them on by name as they run their event.  And did you 

know that our 5th grade leaders will be warming-up the entire school for the event by 

leading us in a dance routine on the blacktop.   

What does all of this tell us?  That we are about community.  That we care about our students, 

that when we work together we can accomplish so much, and that we are truly a village that 

wraps their inclusive arms around each and every child.   

So, tomorrow will it be the Kinders taking off in a pack from the start line, or the spirited shout –

outs from parents  encouraging students to run fast – that will speak volumes to me.  Yes, all of 

those parts and so much more because Defer is truly a joy-filled place of community and learn-

ing!  Thanks PTO, thanks families, thanks Defer Dragons! 

    For Tomorrow’s Fun Run: 

Wear your Defer t-shirt 

Wear comfortable shoes that you can run/walk in  

Bring a water bottle 

Wear sun screen 
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Mrs. Hermon will be teaching the magnet classes in the library this year.  Both clas-

ses started this year with important lessons about book care.  We also familiarized 
ourselves with the different areas of the library and how to be safe and respectful 
during our library visits.   Both classes spent time identifying the factors which 
influence our book selection each week.  We will be expanding our reading inter-
ests and try new books all year! Mrs. Bergeron’s class practiced locating “just 
right” books.  Mrs. Maninno’s class completed a scavenger hunt to locate favorite 
titles, authors and areas of interest in the library. The 4th and 5th graders also 
will library materials throughout the GPPL system using the 
online card catalog (OPAC). 
 

Mrs. Hermon 

Library Media Specialist, Defer 

 

 

 

Library News         

This September Defer students in grades 3-5 started their library rotation. Grade 3 

started a Big 6 animal research project; grade 4 is beginning a Fiction book project, 

designing their own cover/title/book hook, and shelving their book in our library; and 

grade 5 is using different Reference Sources to locate information about a famous ex-

plorer. 

Young 5’s and Grades K, 1, 2 have been learning about and reviewing library manners 

and procedures, and practicing good book care. Kindergarteners and Young 5’s re-

ceived their very own library cards which they can use at the public library. We are off 

to a fun start in our Defer Library! 

Mrs. Quinlan 

Library Media Specialist, Defer 
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Safety/Service 

This year we have 40 Safety/Service members.  They are the highly visible helpers in 

their fluorescent yellow belts in and around the school. 

The position of Safety/Service is a respected one, whose roots trace back to approxi-

mately 1920.  Helping children to cross the street safely, become safe pedestrians 

and to become leaders and good citizens are some of the aims of the Safety/Service 

at Defer. 

To reward their hard work and dedication, Defer School and its PTO sponsor several 

fun events throughout the year. 

In September our members will be sworn in by the Honorable Judge Carl Jarboe at 

the Grosse Pointe Park Municipal Court. 

If you see a Safety/service member doing a good job, tell them. 

Thank you, 

Helen Srebernak 

Safety/Service Coordinator 

 

SAFETY TIMES  

MORNING POST 8:10 - 8:25 am 

Mondays 8:50 - 9:05 am 
AFTERSCHOOL 
POST 3:34 - 3:45pm 

   

SERVICE TIMES  

MORNING POST 8:15 - 8:25 am 

Mondays 8:55 - 9:05 am 

LUNCH POST 
12:25 - 12:35 
pm 

Mondays 12:43 -12:53 
AFTERSCHOOL 
POST 3:34 - 3:45 pm 
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October 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 
Walk to school day! 

Student count day 

6 7 

Fun Run 
K-2 1:45-2:25 

3-5 2:35-3:15 

8 
PTO Progressive 

Dinner 

9 10 11 
PTO meeting  in 

Library 7:00 pm 

12 

 

 

13 
PTO Pumpkin 

Patch 3:45-5:00 

 

14 
PTO Outdoor Family Movie 

Night 6:30 

15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 
PTO Haunted Garage 6-:00-

9:00 pm 

29 

30 31 
AM  School Only 

Parade 8:45 

Assembly 10:15  

     

November 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 
Picture retake 

day. 9:00 am 

4 5 

6 7 8 
No School 

9 

 

10 11 12 

13 
District Open  

House 

14 15 
PTO meeting 
7:00  pm  Maire Ele-

mentary  

16 

Parent teacher 

conf.  5:00-8:00 

pm 

17 
No school 

Parent/teacher 

Conf.  

18 19 

20 21 22 
Am school  

only 

23 
Thanksgiving 

Break 

24 
Thanksgiving 

Break 

25 
Thanksgiving 

Break 

26 

27 28 
School  

resumes 

29 30    
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